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Branch Master’s report for The LOG -  Capt David Shennan 

  

I have little to report this month having just returned from an extended trip to Europe, during which 

I attended the International Harbour Master’s Congress held in Cork, Ireland, between the 13th and 

18th May. Following this I was able to include a number of UK ports in a tour of southern England and 

Wales. 

The opportunity arose in Cork to discuss next year’s CoMMA conference, which will be held in Mel-

bourne, with the Federal Master and the team from Informa, who will be organising the event. The 

dates for the CoMMA congress have been set for Thursday & Friday the 10th/11th April, with the 

CoMMA AGM to be held on the morning of Saturday 12th April.   

As you may recall, IFSMA (International Federation of Ship Masters Associations) are to hold their 

conference in association with ours, with a half-day discussion on Wednesday 09th April and then 

their own AGM on Saturday.  A congress dinner is to be arranged for Thursday evening. It is hoped to 

invite the Governor General to attend part of the program.  

Melbourne Branch will be hosting the conference on behalf of the company and will be helping the 

Federal Executive organise it. The current Federal Executive ran a highly successful debut congress in 

Perth two years ago, raising nearly $20,000 for the company. As Branch Master of the hosting 

branch, I have accepted the role of congress chairman. 

As previously advertised the next Melbourne Branch meeting is to be held at lunchtime on 27 June, 

at which I will be presenting the Federal Executive’s case for reform of the Company and seeking 

your views on the proposals to change the organisational structure of the Company to ensure its sus-

tainability. This is an important matter and I urge you to attend and have your say. 

I again encourage you to register on the CoMMA website and put your views on the member’s blog. 

Finally, I was sorry to hear that a fundraising dinner organised by the Melbourne Mission for Seafar-

ers was cancelled due to a significant shortfall in ticket sales. Whilst I appreciate money doesn’t 

grow on trees, the price of tickets was reasonable and the cause is unquestionably worthy, so I urge 

all members to support the next event if at all possible, or to find some small way to help the mis-

sion in its work if you can. 

 

                                                              Sponsored by Victorian Regional Channel Authority 
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 COURT MEETING 30th May 2012  

Five court members were in attendance with apologies received from six others. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. 

Matters arising. 

History of the Melbourne Branch by Capt John Turnbull. 

John has agreed to allow the Federal court to use this history provided a percentage of the profits are 

paid to the Mission to Seafarers Victoria. 

Presentation Plaques 

These have been made. Only one recipient actually lives in Melbourne. The others will have to be de-

livered by some other means. ( See photographs and details of presentations already made) 

Branch Auditors 

Capts Keith Dann and David Wharington have resigned as Branch Auditors. Strictly speaking it is not 

necessary to have branch auditors but the court felt that it was a good idea. Approaches will be made 

to members. 

Seafarers Sculpture 

The Hon. Secretary enquired as to the status of this project and the artwork that was commissioned 

and currently held. It was decided that the artwork should be retained as there is still a chance of the 

project taking off. 

Propeller Club 

Hon.Secretary has yet to finalise the MOU but the seed has been sown amongst similar small organi-

sations with a maritime interest.. 

Readings 

  Joanna Mary Carson  Associate Member  Melbourne 

  Rodney James Sylvester Ordinary Member  WA 

Ratifications 

  Shannon John Nichcolson  Associate Member  WA 

  Simon Linton Healy   Ordinary Member  WA 

  Glen Clement Colaco   Ordinary Member`  Melbourne 

Upcoming Events 

  27th June - Lunchtime Branch meeting 

  28th July -  Malteses Association Dinner/Dance (Tickets $80) 

                     12th August - Operation Pedestal     

                                                 Sponsored by Victorian regional Channel Authority 
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Speakers 

The Boulton Lecture 2013. It has been suggested that the “Rena” Salvage Master would be good candidate for the lecture 

at next years CoMMA Conference. 

Membership   Ex– Officio  03 

    Life   03 

    Honorary  01 

    Retired  38 

    Ordinary  64 

    Associate  15 

    Total             124 

Other business 

Articles are required for the Master Mariner Magazine. 

Next Court Meeting 

27th June @ 1030 hours. CQ Functions Queen street Melbourne. 

Meeting closed @ 1745 hours. 

                                    

On 2nd June, Captain George Smith, was presented with a plaque in recognition of 50 years membership 

of CMMA. 

The presentation was attended by members of George’s family and the residents and staff of the Sir Wil-

liam Hall Hostel where George lives. 

George went to sea at 17 as a cadet with Bank Line. His cadetship was unusual in that he spent his entire 

time on the one ship the NAIRNBANK. 

George was 2nd Mate on TWEEDBANK when WW2 broke out. The ship was in Singapore and was or-

der to discontinue its voyage and return to the UK. On arrival in Hull, George left Bank Line, returned to 

Australia on LARGS BAY and joined Howard Smiths. George was issued with his Master Certificate in 

January 1942. 

His next career move was ashore. He joined The Victorian Stevedoring Company and remained with 

them until he retired in 1970. 

George served on the Court and was for a short period Branch Secretary.  

At 97 George retains his interest in CMMA and looks forward to receiving the monthly “Log”. We con-

gratulate him on his long membership and wish him well.   
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           Capt Ian French making the presentation to Capt George Smith on behalf of the Melbourne branch 

 

                        Presentation to Capt peter Goodson by Capt Peter Bosman representing the Melbourne Branch 
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Guest Speaker 30th May meeting. 

Our guest speaker was Mr Adrian Mnew, Deputy Director Commercial Operations, Transport safety Victoria (Maritime 

Division) Adrian’s topic was The Marine Safety Act 2010 and Regulations 2012.  

Review of the Marine Act 1988 

Long term trend of reduced fatalities but number and severity of accidents increasing in the recreational boating 

sector and too many “near misses”  in the commercial sector. 

Conclusions. System not broke but opportunities exist to improve safety performance. Incremental reform needed 

not a revolution. 

Recommendations supported by Government. 

The Marine Safety Act 2010 aims to deliver 

Tools and mechanisms to improve efficiency and effectiveness in the enforcement of safety requirements applicable 

to recreational vessels. 

New means and mechanisms to improve knowledge and skills of persons getting involved in recreational boating 

Improved focus on operational safety in the commercial sector. 

70% of incidents involving commercial vessels are due to human error. 

Human error cannot be eliminated but it is possible to establish, as part of an operational safety system but it is pos-

sible to establish, as part of an operational safety system, defences against the consequences. 

Adopting a systematic approach to safety encourages a positive safety culture and reduces safety vulnerabilities. 

Development of safety management systems (SMS) that incorporates standard operating practices aimed at mitigat-

ing potential risks to safety. 

Defines the standard of safety required consistent with OHS. 

Makes it clear that equal weight should be attached to operational safety as vessel safety. 

Improves transparency of all requirements, and limits the extent of discretions where possible. 

Provides a range of new enforcement tools. 

Key Changes. 

OHS duties of all parties that form the “chain of responsibility” for marine safety have been mirrored (to the extent 

to which they relate to Marine Safety in the new Act) 

Purpose is to enable the sector specific regulator (Transport Safety Victoria) with the function and power to monitor 

and enforce compliance with these duties. 

Further purpose is to clearly indicate the ultimate obligation owed—to ensure safety, “so far as is reasonably practi-

cable”. 

Commercially operated vessels will generally be required to hold both a Safe Construction Certificate and a Safe Op-

eration Certificate. 

Places equal weight on vessel safety and operational safety. 

Makes operational safety requirements (e.g. crewing levels) more transparent to new entrants.  
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Thresholds for certification. 

Safe Construction Certificate: vessel assessed as complying with the prescribed standards 

             National Standards for Commercial Vessels. 

Safe Operation Certificate: “ competence and capacity to operate the vessel or fleet safely” 

             Evidenced by Safety Management Plan and understanding of risks associated with proposed business undertaking. 

Certificate Periods and cycles 

Safe Construction Certificate 

 5 year period 

             Survey Cycle in accordance with National Standard. 

Safe Operation Certificate 

             Perpetual 

             Discretionary operational safety audit cycle. 

Specific Conditions of Certificates. 

For trading vessels over 200 gross tonnes the regulations give effect to the international maritime organisation labour 

convention 

No operational crew under 16 

Crew between 16 and 18 cannot work before 0600 or after 2100 

The regulations create a requirement for towage service providers to consult with operational partners on criteria and 

operational procedures for assigning towage vessels to ship movements.  

   

Adrian’s talk was followed by a lengthy question and answer session. He was then thanked by the Chairman Capt Dick Francis 

acting on behalf of the Branch Master. 

                                                                                 ++++++++++++++++++++++++            

 
Members are reminded that the publication a Brief Look Back by Capt John Turnbull is available form the Editor at a 

cost of $20 + p & p.                                      wendick@hotmail.com or tel: 9873 2009. 
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The following article was forwarded to the Log from Capt G.McCathie via Capt J.Turnbull. It is from “The Mariners Mirror” 

February 2011 edition. It is by R.O.Goss and it provides, to the Editor of the Log at least, a rational explanation of what hap-

pened to British Shipping. Due to its length it will be serialised over several issues 
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