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Branch Masters Report 

                      The Melbourne LOG is thankful for the sponsorship of the Victorian Regional Channels Authority 

Branch Master’s report for the Log 

 

Hi members, it’s getting closer to Christmas and busier every week.  I do hope you all find time to come to our Christmas 

party, which is going to be a real rum do and also help support the Mission to Seafarers, so a great cause as well. 

Thank you to all those who agreed to act as ushers in the Cathedral for Seafarers Sunday.  By the time you’re reading this, 

we will have had our rehearsal and be ready for the big day.  Do come along if you have the time and if you have managed 

to secure one of the sought-after seats at the Tim Muir Lunch afterwards, I’ll see you there. 

Our last speaker, David Tilsley proved extremely popular with his talk on rogue waves, and generated a lot of debate and 

discussion about the phenomenon.  We have had a lot of positive feedback about David’s talk – and we have endeavoured 

to do more to ensure future speakers emulate his performance.  He gave a very short, succinct talk and left a lot of time for 

comments and questions from the floor, which ensured everybody felt more involved.  We will do more to encourage this 

style in the future. 

For those who did not attend, David was a young sailor (now working for Lumley Insurance) who experienced a rogue wave 

event off South Africa and had been moved to learn more about the topic.  What was particularly interesting was the com-

plete lack of understanding of rogue waves on his ship – from the captain down.  It was clear from the reaction of our mem-

bers that this sort of   knowledge used to be retained on board in the ‘old days’, but rapid progression these days sees a lot 

of this knowledge lost. 

It was apparent that David learned as much as anybody from sharing the experience and started me thinking that this is a 

key way in which CoMMA can be more relevant.  Perhaps our relevance is not only in trying to exert influence at the policy 

level, but by finding more ways to pass on our practical knowledge to the young generation, who may not be getting it from 

their equally young ‘old man’ as they work their way up.    

Our members have often said they attend meetings to keep more relevant and the best way to do this must be to talk to 

today’s sailors, so it would certainly have a two-way benefit.  Any ideas along these lines, please pass them on and let’s see 

if we can come up with a new way to pass on our vast combined experience. 

Arrangements for next year’s CoMMA conference at the Inter-continental Rialto are progressing well.  Conference organiser 

Sarah Cullen and I recently met with Port of Melbourne CEO Stephen Bradford and managed to secure a $16,000 major 

sponsorship, so the conference is off to a great start.  We thank Stephen for his generosity – he might not be a mariner him-

self, but has told me on several occasions how much he has learned from them over the course of his professional life. 

Joanna and I attended the opening of this year’s ANL Maritime Art Prize at the Mission a few weekends ago.  It was, as it 

always is, a great evening and the quality of the art was high – and very varied.  I am not sure where the psychological arm-

twisting comes in to play on a night like this, but we almost bought a painting last time we went and we did buy one this 

year.  Not a major work, but very nice and it feels good to support artists and the mission at the same time (30% of the price 

goes to the mission).  I noticed at least one other CoMMA member there with their chequebook out and I know some of 

you have volunteered your time during the exhibition’s run.  It is very good to see. 
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BRANCH COURT MEETING 26th September 2012. 

Eight Court members were in attendance with four apologies. 

No formal minutes were kept at the previous meeting due to the lack of a quorum. Items discussed were documented for 

the record. 

Matters Arising 

There was further agreement that CoMMA does not appear to be the most appropriate body to organise an Australian ver-

sion of the Propeller Club. It was considered that a more professional organisation should take the lead role, although CoM-

MA would be happy to promote/encourage this to happen. 

It was suggested that international versions of the Propeller Club could be used as a model , but that the Melbourne version 

could be a lot more simple, as overseas it seems to be quite an active co-ordinated entity. 

The Hon. Secretary is still to advise on approaches to MLAANZ and/or other groups to see if it can get off the ground with an 

MOU. 

This triggered a discussion about the role of CoMMA on the local and wider stage, with general agreement that it was possi-

bly optimistic to expect CoMMA to have a very influential role in National/International policy and decision making, and that 

the social aspect of the organisation should not lose its importance to members. 

                                                 Sponsored by The Victorian Regional Channels Authority 

Plans are coming along very well for the combined IMarEST and CoMMA Christmas Party in the courtyard of the Mission 

for Seafarers.  Joanna is organising it this year and I can attest that she is intent on making it an extremely enjoyable even-

ing.  Apparently the evening will include the Branch Master’s rum punch, the Branch Master’s Christmas Tree, the Branch 

Master’s Christmas Cake and the Branch Master’s toast.  Personally I think this is a clever new way of delegating…  but I’ll 

play along if you all agree to buy tickets and come and join us.  There is a flier in (or attached to) this Log so put it in your 

diary…   

Dick Francis has finally decided that his maritime history commitments are making it difficult for him to keep up with the 

Log.  He has done a great job over three years, after putting his hand up for what was initially a temporary task.  If any 

member wishes to take on this role, please let us know.  Joanna has offered to take over in the interim as we feel it unfair 

for Dick not to be relieved of the task after asking so nicely, and having such a good reason for calling it a day.  He will be a 

hard act to follow and we wish he would stay on, but he is working on some exciting projects to further maritime history in 

Melbourne and will still be more than ‘doing his bit’. 

Do feel free to come to me with any thoughts, ideas or feedback you have on any CoMMA issues. 

David Shennan 

Branch Master 

16-10-2012 
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Court meeting continued. 
 
Capt Porteous  was of the opinion that better communication and networking within CoMMA would help 
rejuvenate the association by increasing the interest in our activities. It was generally agreed that this was a 
good place for CoMMA to start. 
 
Readings & Applications. 
 
Marcel Koenig  Ordinary member   Melbourne. 
 
Upcoming Events. 
 
                                     1st November ISO Final Lunch for the year. See back pages. 
      1st November MLAANZ—Electronic Bills of Lading. See back pages. 
      4th—31st November  ANL Art Prize & Lecture series. 
     16th November MMIF Annual Luncheon. See back pages. 
     28th November CoMMA Christmas Function—See back pages. 
 
Correspondence 
   Two thankyou letters received in response to the award of Long Service  Plaques to  Cap-
tains Springall and Fisher.  The notes came from Colin’s son Rob, a current member, and Captain Fisher him-
self. 
 
Membership 
    Life members  03 
    Honorary members 01 
    Retired members  37 
    Ordinary members  67 
    Associate members 15 
    Total             123 
 
The Melbourne LOG The position of Editor is still available. 
 
The Boulton Lecture. The Boulton Lecture for next year will be held in Melbourne to coincide with the 
conference. Suggestions for speakers and topics would be most welcome for consideration. 
 
Next Court meeting. 31st October 2012  @ 16.30 hrs, CQ Functions, Queen Street, Melbourne. 
 
These minutes are abbreviated to save space in the LOG. A copy of the full minutes is available to members 
by contacting the Hon.Secretary.  

   

                             Sponsored by The Victorian Regional Channels Authority 
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The following article was forwarded to the LOG by Capt G.McCathie via Capt J.Turnbull. It is from the Mariners Mirror of 

February 2011.Due to its length it is being serialised over several editions of the LOG. This is the final part. 

                             Sponsored by the Victorian Regional Channels Authority 
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AMAZING FACTS 

 If you screamed for 8 years 7 months and 6 days you would have produced enough sound energy to heat one cup of 
coffee.       Not worth it really. 

 The human heart creates enough pressure when it pumps out of the body to squirt blood 30 feet.  O.M.G.! 

 A pigs orgasm lasts 30 minutes. O.M.G.!!! 

 A cockroach will live 9 days without its head before it starves to death.  That’s creepy.  

 Banging your head against a wall uses 150 calories an hour.  Just think of the pig. 

 The male Praying Mantis cannot copulate whilst its head is attached to its body. The female initiates sex by ripping 
the males head off. Honey I’m…………………. 

 The common flea can jump 350 times its body length. Its like a human jumping the length of a soccer pitch. 

 The Catfish has over 27,000 taste buds.  What is so tasty on the bottom of a pond. 

 Some lions mate 50 times a day.   I still cany believe that pig….quality over quantity. 

 The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. And I know who has the strongest one. 

 An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain. I know some people like that. 

 Humans and Dolphins are the only species that have sex for pleasure.  WHAT ABOUT THE PIG!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 














