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Branch Master’s report for The LOG -  Capt David Shennan 
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COMMA Congress 2013 

The dates and venue for the COMMA Congress have been confirmed. The Congress will be held in Mel-

bourne The Rialto, the Intercontinental Hotel on Collins Street. This provides us with the necessary exhi-

bition and AGM meeting facilities and is central and close to a range of accommodation options. Infor-

ma will be making the arrangements and seeking sponsorship to support the event. Further details will 

be provided as the date draws nearer. 

Winter Meetings 

The June meeting was held at lunchtime as requested by a number of members, but an attendance of 

less than 20 indicated that this may not be the best timing for many of you. However, we will continue 

with the planned lunchtime meetings for July and August this year and we can have further discussions 

about this format before next winter rolls around.   

Federal issues 

At the meeting we discussed the hot topic of the moment, the federal plans for a re-organisation of 

CMMA and some constitutional issues.  Much of this has also been circulated to the membership, as I 

am aware not all of you can make meetings.  There has been relatively little feedback received thus far, 

so I am still trying to figure out whether the majority of you will be happy with any position decided by 

the branch committee, or simply that you have no strong feelings regarding structural reorganisation. A 

video appeal produced by The Federal Master, plus a PowerPoint produced by the Federal Executive 

were presented to the meeting, and an open discussion resulted. It was decided to collect all feedback 

from members during July, and this will be considered by the Court at its July meeting - with the inten-

tion of providing a branch view to the Executive in early August. 

Early indications are that the need for a constitutional change has been accepted by the membership in 

order to ensure the sustainability of the Company after the next AGM. There are two proposed chang-

es.  The first would do away with the present federal executive so that branch masters will come to-

gether to form the federal executive. At the moment the federal executive is additional to branch mas-

ters and for logistical purposes needs to be sourced from the same branch, which is difficult to achieve 

these days. The second change reduces the minimum number of office holders at each branch – alt-

hough it doesn’t stop a branch having more. 

As you will by now be aware, the existing executive wishes to refocus CMMA and their vision will have a 

financial impact. The Federal Master’s video is available on the website and explains the proposal.  At 

our meeting it was felt by some that the constitutional changes should be made first and the next exec-

utive should then take stock and consider the company’s future direction.  At this stage, that is the posi-

tion I will put forward on behalf of the Melbourne Branch, pending feedback from you all in July. 
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You are again encouraged to visit the Company of Master Mariners website, review the video and place your comments on 

the forum commenced by the Federal Master. Alternatively you can forward comments to the Melbourne Secretary who will 

present them to Court members for consideration. 

COURT MEETING 27th June 2012  

Six Court members were in attendance with apologies received from five others. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. 

Matters arising. 

Branch Auditor  Capt Bill Korevaar has agreed to act as Branch Auditor. 

A Brief Look Back. The Branch Master has written to Capt John Turnbull expressing the thanks of the Branch.  

Readings   David John Smith  Ordinary member  WA. 

    Gregory Alan Dunn Associate member  WA 

    Dylan Bennett Associate member  WA 

Ratifications   Joanna Mary Carson Associate member  Melb. 

Upcoming Events  25th July    Branch meeting - see attachment.      

                                                  28th July    Maltese Australian Association Ball - See attachment 

                                                  10th August ICS Ball, Langham Hotel. 

    12th August. 70th Anniversary of Operation Pedestal. 

Correspondence Inquiry into The Maritime Powers Bill 2012.  

Treasurers Report Membership  Ex - Officio  03 

      Life   03 

      Honorary  01 

      Retired  38 

      Ordinary  67 

      Associate  14 

      Total             126 

For the Branch Master’s Report please see page 2. 

Shipping Reform. The Bill passed the Senate on 18th June 2012 and has now received Royal assent. As advised the legislation 

will commence on the 1st July 2012. 

Honours Board. Capt P. O’Sullivan will seek quotes for the necessary repair and refurbishment. 

The Court meeting closed at 1200 hours. The next meeting will be Wednesday 25th July at 1030 hours in CQ Functions. 

 

                                                                                        ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Speaker There was no guest speaker for this meeting. The Branch Master’s Report covers the topic of discussion after lunch. 

     Sponsored by Victorian Regional Channels Authority 
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Members are reminded that the publication a Brief Look Back by Capt John Turnbull is available form the Editor at 

a cost of $20 + p & p.                                      wendick@hotmail.com or tel: 9873 2009. 
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WHAT I OWE TO MY MOTHER. 

 My Mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE. “If your going to kill each other, do it outside. I just fin-

ished cleaning “. 

 My Mother taught me RELIGION. “You had better pray that this will come out of the carpet”. 

 My Mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL. “If you don’t straighten up I’m going to knock you into the middle of next 

week!”. 

 My Mother taught me LOGIC. ”Because I said so, that’s why”. 

 My Mother taught me how to BECOME AN ADULT. “If you don’t eat your vegetables you will never grow up”. 

 My Mother taught me FORESIGHT. “ Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case your in an accident”. 

 My Mother taught me IRONY. “Keep crying and I will give you something to cry about”. 

 My Mother taught me about the SCIENCE OF OSMOSIS. “ Shut your mouth and eat your dinner”. 

 My Mother taught me about CONTORSIONISM. “ Will you look at the dirt on the back of your neck”. 

 My Mother taught me about STAMINA. “You will sit there until your dinner is gone”. 

 My Mothet taught me about the WEATHER. “Your room looks like a tornado went through it”. 

And my favourite……. 

12. My Mother taught me about JUSTICE. “ One day you will have kids and I hope they grow up just like you”. 
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A VACANCY EXISTS FOR AN EDITOR 

A small newsletter, usually of about 12 pages, content usually pro-

vided by others. No salary only the occasional pat on the back when 

you manage to get an issue out on time.  Speak to any Court mem-

ber and they will supply more details. 

           Advertising space is available in The Melbourne LOG. Rates are very, very competitive. Contact the Editor on  

                                                          wendick@hotmail.com  or telephone 9873 2009. 

    


